
City of Treasure Island Beach Stewardship Committee 

October 6, 1999 1:30 PM 

PRESENT: Alan Sansotta, George Greenfield, Dennis Velasco, Bob Minning, Jim Terry, Chuck 
Coward, Andy Neff, Cliff Truitt. 

Also present: Nicole Elko, USF 

The Beach Stewardship Committee meeting was called to order at 1 :40 PM by Chairman Alan 
Sansotta in the City Hall Auditorium at 120 - 108th Avenue, Treasure Island, Florida 

1. The draft minutes of the September 8, 1999 meeting had been prepared and previously 
distributed to the members for review. On appropriate motion, the minutes were accepted as 
drafted. 

2. Mr. Terry confirmed that a pre-construction meeting with the Contractor for the north 
groin project is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12th (Mr. Neff will attend, also). At that 
meeting the County expects to provide the Contractor with an order to proceed. The contract 
allows 270 days total time to complete the work. Although there is no specific "early-finish 
incentive, the Contractor would likely complete the bulk of the work within about 5 months. 

3. The Corps has now awarded a contract for the UphamISunset Beach Renourishment 
Project. However, the same contractor was also selected for a post-storm fill 
placement/recovery project in St. Augustine and the Corps has directed that the dredge complete 
that work before mobilizing to Pinellas County. This will extend our start date to after the first 
of next year. 

Mr. Terry reported that the Corps has revised the John's Pass borrow area design to make a 
wider 'cut,' thereby increasing the maintenance benefits to the navigation channel. As a result, 
approximately 80,000 to 90,000 more cubic yards of sand would be available for the beach fill. 
This would assure that the 800-foot additional fill section of Sunset is included and may provide 
enough additional to add slightly to the 800 feet andlor place some sand in the filet of the north 
groin after its completion. 

Dr. Greenfield asked about the feasibility of stockpiling sand on the upland to be moved later 
whenlwhere needed. Discussion continued to the effect that it is feasible and has been done in 
other projects. However, there can be problems with blocking viewluse at the stockpile area, 
equipment traffic on the beach, noise, excess compaction, etc. It was noted that the large 
accretionary beach segment at mid-key comprises a natural stockpile. 
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Mr. Neff later noted, and Mr. Terry confirmed, that Rick McMillan from the Corps is planning a 
general inspection of the county shoreline, both on the ground and by helicopter, on October 7th. 
Included is a specific look at the area of Sunset proposed for extended fill placement. Alan 
Sansotta will arrange to meet with Mr. McMillan during the visit. 

Mr. Terry noted that the State DEP staff seemed to have mis-counted available parking at Sunset 
Beach (for funding eligibility purposes). On-street parking in the area is permitted and increases 
the number of spaces to above the DEP maximum. This led to some general discussion of the 
eligibility rules and a request for additional information and follow-up coordination between the 
County and State staff. A copy of the applicable portions of the DEP's administrative rule is 
attached for information. 

4. Bob Minning reported on his research into emergency beach recovery planning. He has 
talked with Allison Hagerup, the Director of the Captiva Erosion Prevention District, about their 
efforts. She is forwarding additional written information and a subsequent report by the 
subcommittee will be made at the next meeting.. However, Mr. Minning noted that although 
Captiva has taken steps to provide funding authorization, long-term permits, pre-design and 
similar planning, their existing borrow area has only enough sand for one renourishment. Ms. 
Hagerup stated that they were going to use private funding in the near future to expand their 
borrow a reahnd  search to identify additional material. The committee noted the delays with 
recovery in the panhandle after Opal as an incentive to develop a program for Pinellas County. 
Similar efforts for several New Jersey beaches were noted again as positive examples. 

5. Andy Neff followed-up on his review and previously distributed summary of the Corps 
General Reevaluation Report (1994)). As noted in his summary paper, the original project 
design was based on periodic renourishment at 5-year intervals with approximately 275,000 
cubic yards (modified as a result of any monitoring data) through the year 2019. 

At the previous meeting Jim Terry had offered to contact the Corps staff to request a general 
review of the shoreline conditions on the island and to have them look at any needed 
modifications to the project design. Mr. Neff had drafted a letter to Jim confirming this and 
suggesting several specific issues which the Corps might look at as part of such a review. The 
issues were discussed and the draft letter revised appropriately. 

6. Mr. Neff also confirmed that the City had submitted a letter of interest to the Coastal 
Partnerships Initiative grants program, administered by the Florida Coastal Management Office 
in the Department of Community Affairs. He expects to complete the full application by 



October 15th to request grant money to help fund the work of the Beach Stewardship Committee 
including the technical assistance provided to the City by Dr. Truitt's contract. 
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7. Ms. Elko provided a progress report on the USF study and some preliminary graphics 
showing shoreline change and accretion vs, erosion trends for the past year. She also showed 
aerial photography of the island at several times since 1970. The City has also located a file 
aerial from 1969, immediately following the original restoration project. Committee members 
continued review and discussion of this information following formal adjournment of the 
meeting. 

8. The following were member comments and suggestions: 

Mr. Coward stated that he was very encouraged by the recent positive developments in the groin 
and fill projects. 

Mr. Velasco agreed and felt that the Committee seemed to be coming together in a very positive 
and directed way. 

Dr. Greenfield asked two questions, the first of which was what effect might a proposed 
renovation andlor replacement of the Blind Pass bridge have on beach conditions at the north 
end. Mr. Terry responded with the reverse point, that a FDOT bridge consultant had reviewed 
the beachlgroin plans and stated that he did not see any potential for our work to affect any 
bridge proposals. Mr. Coward noted that there would be ample time and opportunity to 
coordinate with FDOT, but that the City wanted to approach the bridge project as an 
'opportunity' to improve several situations. 

Dr. Greenfield re-stated his concern about emergency recovery following a storm, especially one 
which might be severe enough to cause damage to the beach, but not sufficient to "trigger" a 
formal FEMAICorps emergency response. He asked what steps the County had taken, or could 
the City take, to address such a situation. No formal response plan exists, but might result from 
our review of the Captiva and New Jersey experience. It was suggested that this be added as an 
item in our letter to the County as a point of discussion with the Corps 

9. The next committee meeting date was set for November 10, 1999. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 PM. 
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