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CITY OF TREASURE ISLAND, FLORIDA
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WORKSHOP
June 17, 2008
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE COMMISSION MEETING

DISCUSSION ITEMS:
1. Consideration of the Blind Pass SSMW Zone

2. CC-2008-01-VR - Variance request to parking requirements by Eldan, Inc., Located at
10701-10709 Gulf Boulevard

3. Consideration of Res. 08-54, Beautification Committee Appointment
OLD BUSINESS:

CITY MANAGER/CITY ATTORNEY REPORTS AND COMMENTS:
REPORTS & COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS:

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

ADJOURNMENT:

Any person desiring to file an appeal to any action taken by the Commission at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings and for such
purpose may be required to insure that a verbatim transcript is made. Said transcript shall be made by the appellant at his or her expense.
Therefore, you may wish to provide a court reporter at your expense.

Any person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding is entitled to assistance at no cost. Please
contact the office of the City Clerk in writing at 120 — 108 Avenue, Treasure Island FL 33706 or by phone at 727 547 4575 at least two working
days prior to the meeting to advise what assistance is needed.



Silverboard, Reid

From: Bildz, Alan

Sent: Tuesday, May 27, 2008 10;52 PM
To: Silverboard, Reid

Cc: ahalpern@tampabay.rr.com
Subject: Blind Pass SSMW Round 2
Reid,

I would like to add as an agenda item the Blind Pass SSMW zone for our June 17 workshop.
Commissioner Al Halpern will attend and give us his St Pete Beach perspective. He is the
commissioner on the other side of the Pass. By the way, SPB has tabled this until the
second meeting in July to give Treasure Island time to act on this. The SPB commission
were not in favor of passing this without TI doing the same. Our commission said that they
wanted feedback, and we have received several emails, sent to the entire commission. I
have several others sent only to me. By the 17th, I am sure we will have several more.

Alan
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Boating deaths Jumped 10

percent in Florida last year,
marking the 16th year in 20
that the Sunshine State has
led the nation in fatalities.
All told, 77 people died.
Eight deaths were in Tampa
Bay — from a 49-year-old

Spring Hill man thrown from.

a speedboat to-akayaker whio
became unconsciotis after he
fell into the water near the
Gandy Bridge.
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statistics,

weeks after state lawmakens
bypassed a plan to phasg in
boater = education . require-
ments, which state officials

believe would reduce deaths,

by as much as 25 pereent,
Last year, 70 percent of all

boating accidents involved

operators with no formal

safety education; forﬁmhues,

that number was 85 pércerit.
The Florida Fishand Wild.

Jife Conbervasion Commis:
sion asked the Legislature

to approve a plan. to phase

'in mandatory boater educa-

tion over the next 11 yeats.
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Broward . 48 ' o
e 98 Bay area fatalities
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Coltier . ‘48 - Pasco ‘1

Source: Florida Fish:and Widlife Conservation Gommission _
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Currently, only boaters under 21
must take such coursework.

“The numbers show that boat-
er education works” said Capt.
Richard Moore, the state’s top
boating law administrator. “Our
research shows that we could
save 15 10 25 lives a year if every-
body took a safe boating class”

But at a Feb. 6 meeting of the

- House CommitteeonConservation

and State Lands, the comrmission’s
proposal fell on deaf ears. Legisla-
tors were skeptical about expand-
ing the current regulauons, equat-
ing it to big gov-

ernment.

“I don’t think
it’s necessary
for every per-
son, especially
those who have’
grown up with
boatsandwould
~ have enough
cominon sense

On the
Web

Toread the
state’s annual
report on boat-
ingaccidents
to go myfwc.
com/law/

boating.
to know what’s "

right and wrong when on the wa-
ter,” said Rep. Faye Culp, a Tampa

Republican and vwe chairwoman .

of the committee.
Two other Tampa Bay arealaw-
makers also weighed in. Rep. Rob

' Schenck, R-Spring Hill, called it

“another case where government
tries to act as our grandmothers.”

Rep. Will Weatherford, R-
Wesley Chapel, voiced support
for the current regulations, but
felt older boaters should recog-

nize the risks. “For everyone who -

swims in a pool, we don’t force
them to go take a course to tell
them you are swimming at your
own risk,” he said.

But Moore said older boaters
. are at the heart of the problem.

“Most of the boating accidents
and fatalities involve people 36
years or older, who have more

than 100 hours boating experi-

ence and no formal boating edu-
" cation,” he said.

e

In 1996; Florida began requir-
ing boaters 21 years or younger to
take a boater education course.
Since its passage, young boaters
have gone from being involved

~ in more than 21 percent of acci-

dentsto M4percent. - - _.
The Florida Boating Advxsory
Council, which is comprised of

. 18 people representing a viriety

of boating mtem:v.ts supported
the Conservation Commission
measure, So does a majority of
voters and boaters in the state,
according to commission sur-
veys, including one conducted
by Mason-Dixon Polling and
Research in 2007. ,

The Mason-Dixon poll showed
that 89 percent of those polled
support requiring all boaters to
undergo mandatory education.

The deadliest area for boaters

- in Florida was Miami-Dade with

13 fatalities. Statewide, the lead-
ing cause of death continues to
be drowning.

State officials say drowning

deaths would also decrease if’
boaters would wear life jackets,

or personal flotation devices.
“There is really no excuse for it.
Today’s PFDs are not hot or cum-
bersome like the old ones,” said Lt.
'Ed Cates, a commission boating

" safety officer. “You can wear one

all day and forget you have it on.”

Times researcher Caryn Baird con-
tributed to this report.
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